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wounded and fell almost instantly. Major Wilson was killed when in the act of making them charge; the enemy, who were superior to us in firing, could not stand the bayonet, but set off. I took advantage of this interval to order Lieutenant-Colonel Gilman in person to take two companies from the rear where they had not suffered and line the hedge on the left, desiring him to send back the companies which had been previously ordered to do it. These had been cut up. The Lieutenant-Colonel did it completely. I then called in those who had charged. They had performed the duty on which they had been sent, and were now exposed to the guns of the fort. The enemy retreated to the fort. They left many killed, but dragged away many, and most of their wounded. This post, which was of the utmost importance, was saved by the good conduct and regularity of the 27th Kegiment. They laboured under every disadvantage. I ordered the houses in front to be instantly burnt, and begged of Captain Hay to take advantage of the present moment to make the entrenchment and abattis which were necessary to make the post tenable. Everything was to be dreaded if the post were attacked in its present condition.
The grape from the fort gradually slackened. At last I observed parties coming from the fort with biers for the killed and wounded, and therefore judged that they had no thoughts of another attack. I went back to report to the General, and to enforce the necessity of entrenching and securing the post before they turned their thoughts to the batteries and guns which were to be placed on it. The General thanked me for my exertions, and said he could never sufficiently repeat his obligations to me. I told him we owed the post to the gallantry of the 27th Kegiment. Their loss in killed and wounded was 120, amongst whom were eight officers, viz. two majors, two captains, and four subalterns. In the course of yesterday the post was secured and two 6-pounders placed in it. At dusk an officer with a flag came from the fort with a letter from the National Commissioner and the commander of the troops to the